Jane Doe v. Taylor Independent School District, et al., 15.F.3d443 (5th Cir. 1994)
Decided: March 3, 1994

At Issue: The Constitutional rights Due Process and Equal Protection Under the Law as guaranteed in the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution and the Civil Rights Act of 1871, §1983. 

History: Jane Doe, a freshman at Taylor High School, entered into a sexual relationship with teacher and Coach Lynn Stroud. Stroud plead guilty to statutory rape. Doe filed suit in the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas. Doe accused the school system and its representatives of not taking appropriate action to protect her, thus violating her “substantive due process right to bodily integrity” (455). She contended that the principal (Lankford) had received several reports concerning the incidents and took no action for over a year. She also charged that the superintendent (Caplinger) took action; however, this action was ineffective. Doe claimed that Lankford and Caplinger acting as state officials on behalf of the school system had a duty to protect her from state- occasioned damage to her bodily integrity.
Decision: The court held that sexual abuse of a student by a teacher does constitute a deprivation of protected liberties guaranteed by the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, school officials may only be sued for violation of this right when it can be shown that the official displays deliberate indifference to the rights of the student guaranteed by the constitution, the right of the student to be free from sexual abuse, integrity by his inaction, and Caplinger had taken appropriate action and was not considered to be deliberately indifferent. Caplinger was granted qualified immunity. Lankford was not granted qualified immunity.
