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At Issue: Section 901 (a) of Title IX of the Education Amendment of 1972 which prohibits sex discrimination in “any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance,” and 902 which provides that a recipient’s compliance with regulations of a federal agency awarding assistance may be secured by termination of assistance “to the particular program, or part thereof, in which… noncompliance has been…found.”
History: The Petitioner, Grove City College is a private, coeducational, liberal arts college. They accept no federal assistance and do not participate in the Regular Disbursement System of the Department of Education. The college does however enroll students who receive Basic Educational Opportunity Grants. These grants are secured by the individual students who act on their own volition separate from the college. The Department of Education considered the enrollment of these students receiving grants from this program to be “federal assistance” and required that Grove City College execute an Assurance of Compliance with Title IX’s nondiscrimination provisions. Though the college had not violated any policies or procedures outlined in Title IX, the Department of Education sought to enforce the completion of this compliance form. When Grove City College refused to complete the form, the Federal government terminated the grant funds jeopardizing the students’ education. The college and four students filed suit in Federal District Court. 
Decision: The Court held that the student’s grants constituted   “federal financial assistance” to the college but that the Department of Education could not halt the financial assistance to the students due to the College’s refusal to complete the form. The Court of Appeals reversed this decision siding with the Department of Education stating that the Department had the right to terminate the financial assistance due to lack of compliance in completing necessary forms.

