Abstract:  
Gebser v. Lago Vista Independent School District (1998)

524 U. S. 274; 118 S. Ct. 1989; 1998 U. S. LEXIS 4173

At issue:  availability of compensatory damages to student for sexual harassment by 

teacher under Title IX.
History:  At a public high school in Texas, a male teacher (Waldrop) made ongoing 

comments of a sexual nature to students, including the plaintiff (Gebser), during class discussions.  Waldrop then initiated a sexual relationship with Gebser, but the relationship was not reported to school officials.  During the time of the relationship, parents of two other students in the school made complaints against the teacher, alleging that he had made sexually suggestive comments in classes.  The principal discussed the complaints with Waldrop, but did not report the incident to the superintendent.  Subsequently the teacher was discovered by police engaging in sexual intercourse with Gebser:  he was arrested and dismissed by the school division.  The student and her mother filed suit in 1993 for sexual harassment under Title IX.

Disposition:  106 F. 3d 1223, affirmed; affirmed by U. S. Supreme Court, June 22, 1998.
Decision:  The U. S. Supreme Court affirmed the decision by the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit, holding that damages could not be recovered in this case under Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 for a teacher’s sexual harassment of a student.  In order to recover damages, it must be demonstrated that school officials had notice of the actions and failed to act with “deliberate indifference.”  Specifically, it was ruled that in order to a school district to be held liable for Title IX violations, a school official with authority over the offending party must have actually known of the offense, had the power to end the abuse, and failed to do so. It was ruled that these standards were not satisfied in Gebser.
