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January 12, 1999
CASE DECIDED

May 24, 1999

DISPOSITION

120 F.3d 1390, reversed and remanded

CASE SUMMARY

Lashonda Davis, a fifth grade female student in Monroe County public schools was allegedly sexually harassed by her fifth grade classmate for a prolonged period of time.  Lashonda’s teacher and principal were aware of the allegations.  Furthermore, no disciplinary consequences were given to the student for the repeated acts of sexual harassment in school.  Aurelia Davis, Lashonda’s mother, believed the school created a hostile and intimidating environment for her daughter.  Specifically, she claimed that the school did not take the necessary steps to prevent her daughter from being harassed.  She sued the Monroe County Board of Education for not providing her daughter with a safe learning environment.  Also, Ms. Davis believed the Monroe County Board of Education deprived her daughter of an appropriate educational environment and violated Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.  According to the Supreme Court, there is an implied private right to education under Title IX, private damage actions may lie against schools that act with deliberate indifference to harassment that is severe enough to prevent victims from enjoying educational opportunities. The Supreme Court added that Title IX's prohibitions against harassment in school are clear enough to have served proper notice to school boards in general and the Board in particular. Furthermore, the Supreme Court observed that the Board acted with deliberate indifference, since it ignored several complaints by Davis, and that the harassment in question was serious and systematic.
